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The Running Fix
The Official Newsletter 

of  the

Britannia Power & Sail

Squadron

DATES TO REMEMBER 

November 8/2001 
Britannia Yacht Club, 7:15 P.M. 
Travelogue by Robert Dandurand and also   
Simon Riopel & Friends.

 November 19/2001 
Bridge meeting 
Britannia Yacht Club, 7:30 P.M. 
Sunset room

November 24/2001
VHF & BoatPro Seminars

December 14/2000
Christmas Dinner 
Britannia Yacht Club, 6:15 P.M. 

Sunset Room

December 15/2000 
Exams  . 

January 8/2002 
Registration, Boating (Accelerated), Piloting,

 7:00 to 9:00 P.M. 
Sir Robert Borden High School

January 21/2002
Bridge meeting 
Britannia Yacht Club, 7:30 P.M. 
Sunset room!

January 26/2002 
VHF & BoatPro Seminar

Spring Fire and Flare Event

Social Activities Officer, Venetia Moorhouse S recently
retired, always had a flare for fire. 42 persons equipped with
quantities of expired flares for practice firings came to help

her leave with a bang. The May 25th gathering was blessed with
breezy warm evening weather adjacent the Nepean Sailing Club.
The Canadian Coast Guard assisted with a talk and display
articles regarding the ever evolving regulations, the latest in
comfortable inflating life jackets, and distress signaling devices.
Preparatory to the event, Venetia had to notify police and fire
departments in both provinces in addition to four area airports as
to the scheduled discharge of red flares. Hence no large SAR
helicopter appeared during the practice discharges at the point on
the west side of the harbour. 

The fresh breeze assisted by demonstrating some undesirable
trajectories that might occur while shooting off a distress flare
during a windy dark and stormy night. It was a stimulating
learning experience. Hand held flares burned very brightly for
more than a minute or so but dripped molten material igniting the
dry grass. Without care one could do a nasty job on the deck. Your 
emergency could be compounded by setting your vessel aflame.
The burning time seemed an eternity while grasping the flare at
arms length. Some out of date ones proved difficult to light. The
leftovers were conveniently left with the Coast Guard
representative for disposal.

While, half of the group were shooting off flares, the other half
had a hands demonstration of fire extinguisher usage, tutored by a 
representative of the “Regional Life Safety” organization. Many
of the group had brought their out of date extinguisher along and
took advantage of the on site refill service provided by “Fire
Alert”. One is reminded that an extinguisher needs servicing
every 6 years or one’s boat fire insurance could be ineffective.
Some were surprised at how little time it took to totally empty
their minimal sized (2 lbs) dry powder extinguisher. Venetia
carries two of the next size up on her vessel.

Although you could say Venetia retired from the bridge in a blaze
of glory, we hope to hear from her again.

Submitted by Ted Moorhouse AP 

P.S. Venetia M. has done a superb job in a variety of activities on
the Bridge over several years and while she no longer holds a
formal position, she continues to dedicate a significant amount of
time helping out and ensuring well organized events. 

Thank you Venetia!!

2001 Roster

In the preparation of the current Britannia P&SS Roster, the
following active members names were omitted by inadvertence. 

Bashaw, Ian Devine, Ellen
Dunn, Patrick Feltham, Joan
La Delpha, Paul Theriault, Jacques 

We very much regret this unfortunate mistake.

Rino Theriault



Squadron Executive
2001 - 2002

Commander Cdr Rino Thériault AP

590-7312, rinotrio@netzero.net

Executive Officer Vacant

Training Lt/C Bart Tecter AP

721-3902, bart@nettech.ca

Secretary Lt Robert Dandurand 

831-8585

Treasurer 1st Lt Robin Dingwell AP

829-1044, dingwellr@msn.com

Administration vacant

Membership 1st Lt Giséle Gélinas

(819) 669-7515,

giselegelinas@hotmail.com

Public Relations vacant

Communications Bill Hall P

830-5580, va3wmh@rac.ca

Social Activities vacant

Supply 1st Lt Rod Doney

747-9729,

MAREP/Safety vacant

Running Fix Bill Hall P

830-5580, va3wmh@rac.ca

Deputy Training 1st Lt Fred Herrndorf P

226-2964, fherrndorf@travel-net.com

1st Lt John Partington P

827-1346, johngail@magma.ca

Historian vacant

Past Commander P/Cdr Jessica Austria-Henderson

P/Cdr Laura Seitl P
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Past Commanders

1964-1966 James B. Milne

1966-1968 Earnest  E. Criddle

1968 Peter Wilson

1968-1970 William K. McConnell

1970-1972 Paul C.M. LaDelpha

1972-1973 Arthur N. Huddleston

1973-1974 George W. Booker

1974-1976 Ralph C. Smith

1976-1978 Ellen Devine

1978-1979 Edward Wiggs

1979-1980 Jack Buchanan

1980-1981 Kenneth Findlay

1981-1983 Jim Craig

1983-1985 Wm. Newlands

1985-1987 Stuart McNeely

1987-1988 K. Joan Feltham

1988-1990 Howard G. Peck

1990-1992 Larry Brown

1992-1993 Alex Falkner

1993-1996 Elaine Gregory

1996-1997 Ed Gauthier

1997-1999 Chris Borgal

1999-2000 Bruce Henderson

1999-2000 Laura Seitl

2000-2001 Jessica Austria-Henderson

Squadron General Information

Mailing Address: Britannia Power & Sail Squadron
P.O. Box 32101
1386 Richmond Road
Ottawa  ON  K2B 8L4

Answering Service: (613) 721-0087

Web Page URL: http://www.storm.ca/~bpsscps

Email Address: bpsscps@storm.ca



BRIDGE NEWS
Changes on the Bridge 

We welcome Bart Tecter as Training Officer
in replacement of Burton Blais. Bart is a long-time and active
member of BPSS and returns after spending some time abroad.
His valued contribution is timely and much appreciated. 

Gisèle Gélinas has generously accepted to take over as
Commander on November 1st in replacement of Rino Thériault.
Gisèle has worked very hard on membership issues; she brings
abundant enthusiasm and energy and is certainly up to the
challenge before her. 

Thank you both for helping making CPS and BPSS a better
organization. 

PROMOTO

With a dramatic and colourful re-design, the new
PROMOTO Newsletter is full of information on public
relations, membership, training, education and news from

CPS . It is available on-line only at the following address: 

http://www.cps-ecp.ca/html/english/promoto.html 

This is a good way for members to keep up with the news and
developments in CPS and we encourage you to visit this and other 
CPS sites. 

Fall 2001 T h e  R u n n i n g  F i x Page: 3

Merit Marks

CPS is a self-sustaining organization dedicated to
boating safety through education and with no
external support. Its valued members and the

personal dedication of those members are so important to ensure
CPS remains strong and vibrant.  

The only formal compensation that active members receive for
their substantial effort towards furthering the interests and
objectives of CPS is the Merit Mark. A Merit Mark is awarded to
an active member based on a minimum of 20 hours of work over a 
two-year period; a maximum of one MM is awarded to a member
each year.

The number of Merit Marks earned by each member is indicated
in our Roster (see legend on page 6). Please refer to line 2,
directly under the name of the member where you will find the
year a MM was awarded last and the number of accumulated
Merit Marks. The following is a list of those having earned a
Merit Mark in year 2000.

Austria-Henderson, Jessica Borgal, Chris
Bartosek, Peter Brown, Chris
Dandurand, Robert Dingwell, Robin
Doney, Rod Dyer, Jim
Findlay, Ken From, John

Goddard, Dave Hall, William
Hardy, Nelson Henderson, Bruce
Herrndorf, Fred Jowett, Mike
MacNeil, Don Moorhouse, Ted
Moorhouse, Venetia Moss, John
Oscroft, Keith Seitl, Laura
Theriault, Rino Whittier, Donna
Wilcox, Phil

A member having accumulated 20 Merit Marks receives an
official recognition as a “Life Member”, a very distinguished and
significant achievement. Britannia P&S Squadron is very
fortunate in having among its membership several Life Members,
and others who have given much of their personal time.  And I
leave you with this thought…!

BPSS LIFE MEMBERS 

1986 – Paul La Delpha
1990 – Ellen Devine
1998 – Ken Findlay
2000 – Joan Feltham

J

A smile for your day !




